
MANDATED RCMP
DETACHMENT
PROJECT

Frequently Asked Questions

Loan Authorization information

How will it be financed?
The City is seeking to take a loan with the Municipal Finance Authority to cover
the anticipated costs of designing and constructing a new detachment. 

GOAL: To fulfill the Federally mandated
requirement to replace the RCMP Station and
ensure the new facility meets regulatory
requirements.

What are we doing?
Starting in 2021, the City began designing a
new detachment on land  acquired in 2020 at
the corner of McBride and 3rd Avenue West
(the former Jehovah's Witness building), 
adjacent to the Provincial courthouse. Now that 
we have gained further clarity on costs, we are 
seeking authorization for a loan to complete
the project. 

Why are we doing it?
The City was made aware of the mandated  requirement to replace the RCMP
station approximately 15 years ago, but due to financial constraints have been
unable to commit to finding an appropriate location and funding the project until
recent years. In the period since the City was initially notified, the RCMP has
informed the municipality that the City's failure to build a new RCMP station
would enable the RCMP construct a new detachment of their own design, which
would then be billed to the City. A City-led project will better enable the
municipality to implement cost controls and get the best overall value for the
taxpayer. The site location, meanwhile, was selected due to it's proximity to
existing local legal infrastructure (the Provincial Courthouse), and its central
location for response time. 

How much will it cost and what does it include?
The total cost of the project is expected to be $25 Million. This cost includes the
engineering, design, construction and commissioning of the new
detachment. The loan is planned to be repaid over a 30 year period, and is
estimated to increase taxes potentially by approximately 2% the year following
the dispersal of funds (based on the current interest rate of 3.57%).
The tax increase will only be necessary IF all loan funds are
required to complete the project.  The City has been setting
aside additional tax revenues since 2019 to reduce the future
impact of loan repayment for this project. If this step had
not been taken, the project could have potentially increased
property taxes by nearly 8%.

The existing RCMP Detachment no longer
meets Federal Regulatory standards and must
be replaced



Responses

For More Information,
Contact: 

Corinne Bomben,

Chief Financial Officer, City of Prince Rupert

corinne.bomben@princerupert.ca

(250) 627 0935

The overall goal of the replacement of the RCMP Station is to ensure that the City
meets our regulatory requirements as laid out by Federal authorities, and to ensure
that taxpayers receive the best overall value for this project through municipal
oversight. The action of obtaining debt to finance the remainder of the project is
considered necessary to adhere to mandatory Federal requirements. 

What is needed for Council to proceed with borrowing?
In order to borrow funds to pay for the replacement of the RCMP detachment,
Council must pass a Loan Authorization Bylaw. Council needs assent from
eligible voting aged residents to approve loan bylaws. Council has opted to
request assent through the Alternative Approval Process which allows Council
to proceed with an action (in this case borrowing) unless at least 10% of the
eligible electors indicate their opposition within a legislated period.

How do I support Council’s decision to borrow for the RCMP Station?
Given Council has elected to seek assent through the Alternative Approval
Process, you can support Council by not signing the elector response form.

How do I indicate I do not agree with borrowing funds to replace the RCMP
Detachment?
To disagree with borrowing funds to replace the RCMP Detachment, you must
sign an elector response form to indicate your disagreement.

An elector response form is available at City Hall and the Prince Rupert Library,
and blank forms can be mailed, faxed, or emailed, upon request.

Only forms with original signatures may be submitted. To qualify for submission
before the deadline, they must be submitted in person or by mail to City Hall
and be received by the Corporate Administrator no later than 4:30 P.M. on
June 27th, 2022. Postmarks WILL NOT be accepted as date of submission and
forms WILL NOT be accepted by FAX.

For additional information on elector eligibility and submitting an elector
response form, go to:
princerupert.ca/city_hall/city_financials/loan_authorizations

What happens if 10% or more electors indicate they disagree?
If at least 10% of the eligible electors state their opposition to obtaining a loan to
finance the RCMP Detachment replacement, the matter will then require
Assent of the Electors which is obtained by voting in a Referendum, and the
majority at the ballot decides whether Council may proceed.

https://princerupert.ca/city_hall/city_financials/loan_authorizations

