
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

GAS TAX HELPS FUND NEW BOILERS AT REC COMPLEX, LANDFILL LAGOON PROJECT 

DECEMBER 10th, 2020– PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. –  Prince Rupert has a new, more efficient boiler system at 

the Recreation Complex, and a new landfill leachate lagoon, thanks to federal Gas Tax funding. The City 

has received over $500,000 in funding towards these two projects, which were part of planned capital 

improvements in the 2020 budget.  

“The City is grateful for the Gas Tax funds that we receive each year, which have contributed to countless 

infrastructure improvements throughout the community,” said Mayor Lee Brain. 

“It’s great to see that the federal Gas Tax Fund has helped Prince Rupert save energy and reduce 

pollution,” said the Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Infrastructure and Communities. “Every 

step we can take to improve the efficiency of key infrastructure like boiler and lagoon systems helps 

protect the environment, reduce operating costs, and build healthier communities. Canada’s 

infrastructure plan invests in thousands of projects, creates jobs across the country, and builds cleaner, 

more inclusive communities.” 

“The Landfill Lagoon Project and boiler upgrades in Prince Rupert are great examples of community-led 

projects that will help build a stronger B.C,” says Josie Osborne, Minister of Municipal Affairs. “Together 

with the federal government, the Province is proud to invest in community infrastructure that improves 

the services people expect and depend on.” 

“The federal Gas Tax Fund is designed to meet the diverse needs of B.C. communities,” said Councillor 

Brian Frenkel, UBCM president. “By providing predictable, annual grants, local governments can direct 

the funds toward local priorities and have greater control over the timing of projects. I congratulate the 

City of Prince Rupert on the projects undertaken this year with the funding available through this 

program.” 

The City’s existing landfill is nearing full capacity, with the recent expansion of the West Berm conducted 

to intake waste in the interim while a new cell is built. As part of that work, a leachate lagoon also began 

construction in 2020. Leachate, liquid produced from waste, is collected and settles in the pond, and is 

treated before it is discharged.   

The new boiler system at the Recreation Complex, meanwhile, is a significant upgrade to the efficiency of 

the building. The Department anticipates an overall increase to efficiency of boiler operations by between 

18 and 25% for the facility.   

The Federal Gas Tax Fund delivers funding to municipalities for local government infrastructure and 

capacity building projects throughout BC, and is administered by the Union of BC Municipalities.  



 
(Pictured above – the City’s new landfill lagoon in the process of receiving final completion). 
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